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Michiganders with a chronic
or debilitating diseases
would be able to possess
and use marijuana legally

under a proposal on it's way
to state voters in November.

Bills advocating medical
marijuana have been intro-

duced in almost every legis-

lative session since 2002,
but they have gone no-

where. The latest attempt is

House Bill 4038, introduced
on Jan. 22, 2007, by Rep.
LaMar Lemmons Jr., D-
Detroit.

A state elections panel certi-

fied petitions with 377,975
signatures backing the

plan , well more than the
304,000 minimum needed
to put the initiative before
voters if the legislature fails
to act on it within the next
40 days.

Spokespeople for House
Speaker Andy Dillon-D-

Redford and Senate Majority

Leader Mike Bishop, R-
Rochester said that legisla-
tive action is unlikely.

“We will be letting the vot-
ers decide this one” says

Greg Bird, aide to Dillon and

House Democrats.

According to the Michigan

Coalition for Compassionate
Care, if the initiative is
passed it will allow termi-
nally and seriously ill pa-
tients who find relief from
marijuana to use it with
their doctors' approval by
protecting them from arrest
and prosecution. It will per-
mit qualifying patients or
their caregivers to cultivate
limited amounts of their
own marijuana for their
medical use. The law will
create registry identification
cards, so that law enforce-
ment officials could easily
tell who was a registered
patient, and it will establish
penalties for false state-
ments and fraudulent ID
cards. The initiative also will
allow patients and their
caregivers who are arrested
to discuss their medical use
in court.

"Some critics have charged
that this and other mari-
juana initiatives bypass the
strict federal Food and Drug
Administration's (FDA) drug
approval process” a repre-
sentative from MCCC said.
She points out there is al-
ready enough scientific evi-
dence to establish that
marijuana is a safe and ef-
fective medicine for some
people, and it has been
used in the past for medici-
nal purposes. It was legal
for medical purposes until
1942, when it was removed
because federal legislation

On November Ballot in Ml

made the drug illegal.

The Prevention Coalition
of Southeast Michigan
disagrees. They say that
proving the medical effi-
cacy of marijuana should
be left to the medical pro-
fessionals. It cites that
according to the National
Cancer Institute inhaling
marijuana smoke for any
purpose is a health haz-
ard. It contains over 400
potential carcinogens and
delivers up to 5 times the
amount of tar and carbon
monoxide as cigarettes.

They go on to say that
the drug Marinol, a syn-
thetic form of the active
ingredient in marijuana
smoke may be a much
better alternative. It is
approved by the FDA for
use with cancer and AIDS
patients for pain manage-
ment and increasing ap-
petite.

They also cite that The
National Center on Addic-
tion and Substance Abuse
provided proof that mari-
juana is a “gateway” drug
that often leads to use of
other drugs. In a study
they performed at Colum-
bia University, it was de-
termined that teenagers
who smoke marijuana are
85% more likely to use
cocaine than those who
do not.— D Garrett

" Advocacy is about
turning personal sto-
ries into social action
and presenting an al-
ternative perception
that helps effect

change.”
From Faces and Voices
of Recovery Web Site
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Project Vox is a
grass roots effort or-
ganized to educate
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community that re-
covery is not only
possible but a reality
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to advocate for
change to policies
that negatively af-
fect the availability
of treatment and re-
sources for the re-
covering community
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SPOTLIGHT ON COMMUNITY: FRASER’S FAMILIES AGAINST NARCOTICS

By James Fischer

The city of Fraser, Michigan recognized
that the problem of drug use by teen-
agers was increasing at an alarming
rate. Officer Lisa Pettyes, who works
for the Fraser Police Department as
their DARE spokesperson decided to
take action. Along with Fraser’s interim
Police Chief, George Rouhib they
helped to organize a community based
effort to address this disturbing trend.

They distributed flyers and invited the
community to meet to see what could
be done on a grass roots level to find
solutions that would impact these
growing trends. At their very first meet-
ing 60 people showed up. That told
them that parents recognized it as a
problem and that they were ready to
take a proactive stance. From this ef-
fort FAN Club was founded. FAN stands
for Families Against Narcotics .

Police Chief Rouhib and Dare Officer
Pettyes then met with Fraser High
School administrators, and CARE, The
local Community Assessment, Referral
and Education agency, also located in
Fraser and put together a solid two
pronged offensive aimed at educating
both the students and their parents,
using prevention intervention tech-
niques relevant to this community. The
first phase of this offensive was a Com-
munity forum held at Fraser High
School. This forum brought 4 recover-
ing young adults together with Fraser

public school social
worker Patti Kovacs to
spread a message of
hope to teens faced
with these problems.
The four young adults
spoke about how their
drug use impacted
their lives negatively, R
how they are now deal- | e
ing with their drug use
by attending meetings P
and counseling, and
how by speaking out
about their problem is important for
young people to hear. The Heart
Coalition spoke about the schools
perspective. Parents who have lost
their children to addiction, and par-
ents dealing with their children cur-
rently battling their addiction also
spoke in an emotional and heartfelt
sharing.

The second phase of this offensive
will be a 2™ Community forum held
at 7:30 on April 22™ at Fraser High
School. Present will be representa-
tives from CARE speaking about com-
munity resources and other speakers
discussing treatment options. It will
also include Project Vox members
speaking about how the community
can effect legislation, help remove
the stigma involved with addiction,
and make efforts that support recov-
ery more accessible. This is an event
open to the public.

Some of the other efforts of FAN
have included the promotion of a
youth oriented Narcotics Anonymous
meeting in the area, and a Families

e Anonymous meeting for those sup-

porting family members. Additional
information about these meetings

# can be obtained by calling CARE at

586-541-0033.

= FAN is an outstanding example of

what can be done when community

“1 organizations act in concert. It is

these efforts that empower us and
give hope that change can occur in
the environments in which we live to
make them safer, healthier, and more
productive. They are proof that we
are capable of responding to commu-
nity in crisis. This is precisely why we
chose to spotlight and applaud the
efforts of FAN. This movement is what
recovery advocacy is all about.

When I sat down last week with Chief
Rouhib and Officer Pettyes I came to
know two people dedicated to making
their community a better place to live.
It is said that you can know a per-
son’s true heart by how they spend
their time and money. Officer Pettyes
and Police Chief Rouhib spend their
free time building coalitions and
founding organizations dedicated to
the betterment of their community,
not out of their duty as police officers,
but out of their duty as citizens of
Fraser.

FAN Club meets the third Tuesday of
every month at Christ United Method-
ist Church, 34385 Garfield, across the
street from Fraser High School at 7:00
P.M. I was asked to encourage every-
one in our readership to attend this
meeting. If you are from another local
community you may be able to get
some tips on how to start proactive
intervention in your community.
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Recovery Advocates Commend Passage of Wellstone Act OUR MESSAGE
Many people who suffer the
WASHINGTON, DC (March 5, 2008)— "The Paul Wellstone Mental Health and effec)tlspofsddiction can and do
Faces & Voices of Rec Addiction Equity Act of 2007 is the right get better and lead meaningful
historic vote by the US House of Represen-  solution to ending insurance discrimination and productive lives.
tatives to pass critical legislation to end in- facing people with alcohol and drug prob- The ways they achieve this are
surance discrimination facing people with |l ems and their famild.i as many and varied as the people
addiction and mental illness. The 268-148 chair of the Faces & Voices of Recovery AOD problems affect
vote came on the heels of a national mobili- Board of Directors. . X
zation in support of the bill by people in re- to come together and hammer out the dif- Shaming and stigmatizing those
covery from addiction, their families, friends  ferences between the strong bill that the with AOD problems shov{s not
and allies. House passed today and the Senate- only a lack of understanding of
passed version of the thepmble?n»butpreventspeople
from seeking help.

Thousands of people called Capitol Hill to
support passage of the bill as part of a Na-
tional Call-in Day on March 4. The main
sponsors of The Paul Wellstone Mental
Health and Addiction Equity Act, H.R. 1424,
Representatives Jim Ramstad (R-MN) and
Patrick Kennedy (D-MA), have been joined
by a majority and bi-partisan group of 273
co-sponsors in the House and shepherded
the bill through three House committees.

558. Now the hard work of addressing the
disparities in the two versions begins. The
American public is desperate for the strong-
est possible bill to reach the White House
this year to end the
keeping people with addiction from getting
the help they need.

”

From www,facesandvoicesofrecovery.org .

Removing environmental barri-
ers to recovery, which include
the promotion of laws and social
policies that reduce AOD prob-
lems saves money in medical,
criminal justice, social services,
and productivity costs.

It is vitally important to promote

Article by Pat Taylor.

Study Shows Treatment Costs Shifting Sharply To Taxpayers

News Featurejointogether,org
By Bob Curley

Two decades ago, the cost of providing
addiction treatment was split about evenly
between private and public payers, but to-
day taxpayers foot the bill for more than
three-quarters of all treatment, according to
a new report.

A study funded by the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) found that 77.4 percent of treat-
ment in 2003 was paid for by Medicaid,
Medicare, and other federal, state and local
sources, up from 50.4 percent in 1986.
Meanwhile, the private sector's share of the
treatment cost burden slipped from 49.6
percent in 1986 to 22.6 percent in 2003.

Private insurers, who paid 29.6 percent of
treatment costs in 1986, were only paying
10.1 percent by 2003. Total dollars paid by
private insurers for addiction treatment fell
from $2.8 billion to $2.1 billion during the
same time period.

Fewer patients were paying for treatment
out of their own pocket, as well: in 1986,
13.8 percent of treatment was self-paid, but
that fell to 8 percent in 2003.

The findings are in line with a 2004 study
by Medstat that showed a decline in ad-
diction benefits utilization among pri-
vately insured workers as well as falling

creased reliance on public dollars to
provide desperately needed care."

treatment expenditures by insurers be-
tween 1992 and 2001, said Ronald J.
Hunsicker, president and CEO of the
National Association of Addiction Treat-
ment Providers (NAATP).

"It does represent significant cost-
shifting," he said of the latest report find
ings. "You can't explain it in terms of
changes in incidence of the disease, so
the only way to explain it is that the pri-
vate sector is shifting the burden to the
public sector."

Alexa Eggleston, director of national pol-
icy for the Legal Action Center, which
represents public-sector provider groups,
added, "Given that over 40 states have
enacted laws requiring some form of
coverage for addiction treatment in in-
surance plans, we need to ask why the
laws are not being enforced in most
states, and why no one is being held
accountable for delaying and in some
cases denying treatment," which she said
results in "unnecessary deaths, increased
costs to the criminal justice and emer-
gency health care systems, and an in-

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

4/157 FAN Meeting-Christ
United Methodist Church across
from Fraser High-7 P.M.

3rd Thursday of every month-
Project Vox Meeting-Offices of
CARE in Fraser-5:45 P.M.

4/22-Community Panel Discus-
sion-Fraser High School-7:30

P.M.

SEPTEMBER IS NATIONAL
RECOVERY MONTH! STAY
TUNED FOR DETAILS OF

ACTIVITIES!
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http://www.jointogether.org/news/research/summaries/2004/study-finds-decline-in-among.html
http://www.medstat.com/
http://www.naatp.org/
http://www.naatp.org/
http://www.lac.org/
http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=104&STORY=/www/story/07-16-2007/0004626357&EDATE=
http://www.samhsa.gov/
http://www.samhsa.gov/

How To Get Involved!

Legislative and Community

2007 accomplishments included

Activists: We have a contin-
gent that writes letters and
voices their response to legis-
lation that affects the quality
and delivery of care to those
suffering from addiction, and
their families. It is imperative
that the stigma associated
with addiction be removed.
Examples would be Letters to
the Editor, letters to legisla-
tures, etc..

Event Planning Committee
Project Vox strives to be ac-
tively involved in the recov-
ery community and organizes
several events a year. We
participate in National Recov-
ery Month events in Septem-
ber, and host other dinners
and events throughout the
year.

Participation in the Walk for Re-
covery and Rally downtown, Vox
Rocks Celebration dinner and
dance, the 2nd publishing of a
ground-breaking calendar featur-
ing members of the local recov-
ery community, and testimony
before House Appropriations
Committee putting a face on re-
covery for policy makers. Vox
members hosted screenings of
the HBO documentary ADDIC-
TION, a ground breaking film
that received national recogni-
tion.

Speakers Bureau: We are training
a wonderful group of individuals
who will be going to treatment
agencies and other public forums
to discuss what it is like to live a
life in recovery, why it important
to speak out and how others can

get involved. Help us put a face

on recovery by speaking out! Web site is: hitp://

health.groups.yahoo.co

L. m/gr macombvox.
Newsletter: Contributions are /group/macombvo

gladly accepted for this news-
letter. We hope to keep it
chocked full of news about cur-
rent events and issues facing
those living a life in recovery.

I tds purpose i
fellow advocates all over the
country are doing, and some
valuable resources for how to
Aput a face

Meetings on Third-
Thurs of every month
5:45 p.m.

Offices of CARE
31900 Utica Rd
Fraser MI 48026
(586) 541-0033
Please call to confirm
future meeting dates

on

Web Site and Message Board
Project Voxds w
updated with links and meeting
information. Web address is:
http://www.projectvox.com.
Project Vox also has a Yahoo mes-
sage board that has been set up so
that folks can keep posted on Vox
events and stay involved. Please
join us!!
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